Jour Lights 


"Then he showed four lights when he wished 


them to set full sail and follow in his wake." 
From “First Voyage ‘Round the World by Magellan.” 
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REBUILDING GERMANY 


By AGNES von ZAHN-HARNACK 


Eprtor’s Note: We are indebted to Erika Strauss, now studying at Pendle Hill, Wallingford, Pa., for the use of her trans- 
lation of the speech given by Agnes von Zahn-Harnack at a conference of teachers and social workers held last year in Germany. 
Agnes von Zahn-Harnack, the daughter of an eminent professor of theology, is a member of the WILPF and is now active 
again in the “Deutsche Frauenbund,” whose leader she was before 1933. In spite of the loss of family and possessions during the 
war, she was able to make a moving spiritual appeal to her co-workers, which we want to share with you. We regret the 


necessity for abridging the translation. 


For German women these years since everything broke 
down in 1945 will remain unique, as years which cannot be 
compared to any earlier or later events and experiences. When 
at the end of the war we became aware that we were still alive, 
hopes grew in us and filled us with a timid joy. Even if the 
conditions under which we should be obliged to live were 
ever so hard, we would again be connected to the great flow 
of life which circulates through the world. To this hope stir- 
ring in us, came promises made to us and words of encourage- 
ment. We were told that the women, due to their numbers. 
would be expected to contribute an important share toward 
the political, economical, and moral recovery of Germany, 
therefore they would receive absolute equality of rights in all 
fields of work. We got busy. Without boasting, we now can 
say that women have been doing wonders: piling up bricks, 
pushing heavy lorries, filling up bombcraters, cutting timber. 
besides managing their households and looking after their 
children. Yet we are less hopeful today than soon after the end 
of the war. 

Only a very few of the beautiful promises made us have 
been kept. There is not much political equality; on the con- 
trary. the way party politics have developed has caused many 
women to withdraw from political life altogether. Neither have 
they received economic equality, and a connection to the 
blood circulation of the whole world is hardly to be felt any- 
where in Germany. 

But more than these disappointments, another quite differ- 
ent fact concerns us: the fact of the moral corruption of our 
nation. We cannot simply state the fact and look upon this 
corruption as outsiders. but each of us, every single person, 
must feel herself responsible. And we women ask ourselves: 
where have we failed; what have we neglected these past years 
and where ought we to use all our influence so as to get out 
of the abyss into which our nation has fallen. 

It is the poets we shall ask to answer this question as they, 
according to their, divine vocation and their inward call, are 
the interpreters who show their nation its highest aims and 


mission. Poets of three European natio Greeks, the 


Germans of the eighteenth century, and Norwegians of the 
nineteenth century—have created women characters which 
show us the obligations and possibilities of women, not only 
then but today more than ever. They are: Sophocles’ Anti- 
gone, Goethe’s Iphigenie, oa” wat Solveig. 


Antigone’s supreme sacrifice is an act of reverence, of 
piety. When do we use the word piety? Not much nowadays, 
although we still know what it means. It represents a principle 
of order, a conduct of life obeying God’s laws, following him 
of one’s own free will. Piety is not a virtue of the weak- 
minded, who cannot make their own decisions. Antigone stakes 
her life for a moral obligation, and Sophocles, the poet finds 
her sacrific justified. 

Considering this we come to realize how terrible it is if 
a whole nation no longer knows and even despises the meaning 


of reverence. We had lost the reverence for death, and not ' 


only that but also the reverence for life, procreating it for 
political reasons, abusing it for immoral means, and destroying 
it without any scruples. Joy and sorrow, both were torn from 
our soul. So now we must begin te arrange and rebuild our 
life, which lies shattered in a thousand pieces or has taken a 
shapeless, monstrous form. In the midst of the ruins of our 
devastated homes we must find rules for a form of reverence 
which we wish to obey. Form and substance have not two 
different values, which may be divided from each other, but 
they depend on each other. A true way of life, a true way of 
forming human destiny can never be in vain. 
I] 

The cardinal point of the plot of Goethe’s Iphigenie is 
honesty. The poet shows us, how Iphigenie’s whole inner life 
depends on her being absolutely honest. just as her divine 
knowledge depends on her speaking the truth and nothing but 
the truth. If man lets deceit rule, he thus violates and breaks 
the bond between himself and the Divine. And with the 
triumph of truth all the powers of virtue are brought forth 
again: faith, humanity, friendship. 

Continued on Page 4 
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REPORT FROM EUROPE 


The simple matter of surviving in Europe during these 
last fifteen years has become so complicated that Europeans 
have developed instincts and methods which leave our ideas 
far behind as naive and unfit for today’s situation. Addressing 
an International Women’s Club in Paris to which I once be- 
longed, giving expression of our good-will and desire to help, 
1 became aware and rather sensitive of a cold wave oi 
suspicion and the stare of incredulity, if not of slight amuse- 
ment at so much naivete. : 

Later on, talking in privacy and confidence to old friends 
in Italy, France, Germany, and Norway, I discovered how 
appallingly little 1 knew of their life and what conditions 
really are today. Reporters in general have no personal in- 
formation, their language handicap and all-too-quick methods 
make them rely on each other’s superficial observations which 
they exchange in the foreigners’ cafes or international luxury 
hotel lobbies. To know something about European life today, 
you must decide upon living with them as they do—which we 
did for half a year. 

It is, for example, not true that everything may be had in 
France. You see it in the display windows all right, and it 
may he possible for some Hollywood star temporarily in Paris 
with the cast of her picture to buy an $80 blouse, or a $20 pair 
of shoes, or a pound of liver paste for $10. The Parisian 
trudges patiently to the country every Sunday, and the whole 
family returns at night with baskets. knapsacks, and bags 
heavy with potatoes. onions, etc. for the coming week, after 
having left another heirloom or necessary piece of furniture 
with the farmer in exchange for the bare necessities which he 
cannot afford to buy in the stores. Even though it is true that 
the markets are brimming with an abundance of foods and 
delicacies, we must continue to send rice, sugar, coffee. tea. 
powdered eggs and milk, and fats of all kinds, particularly oil 
in cans. 

Even if a traveling friend of yours tells you of the ex- 
cellent meals in Italian restaurants, Italians badly need sugar, 
black coffee, oil, and dried fish. Norwegians, in spite of their 
proud denial, need sugar, dried fruit, tea, cheese, and dried 
eggs. To Germany we should send mainly fat, powdered eggs 
and milk, and dried fruit. For barter purposes with the farmers 
they need a lot of coffee and saccharin—the latter particularly 
welcome to the farmer in order to save sugar rations for can- 
ning. To send carbohydrates is not necessary since they get 
too many of them, in fact they are the only foods which they 
get, and chubby looks are very misleading indeed; people 
are pathetically weak because of the lack of proteins and fats. 
Put three pounds of coffee into every parcel, for its high barter 
value. 

Affidavits for immigration to America are sorely needed 
for the many younger people who see no future before them. 
Please notify Mrs. Sarah H. McCombs, 4829 Baptist Rd., Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., of your willingness to give an affidavit. Another 
duty of pacifists is an investigation of the black market activi- 
ties of the OMGUS employees in Germany. 

The sole hope for the world is the creative artist. He 
shapes the mind of the future. All pacifists should become more 
aware of this great spiritual power which is international by 
its very nature. Let us work toward getting at the side of the 
artist, strengthen his influence and position. Europeans are well 
aware of his importance. For example. in Germany artists 
receive food ration No. 1, and in France special tax laws have 
just been passed for their protection. We American artists 
are now assembling a circuit exhibition which will travel to 
all the major museums of the country next winter for the 
benefit of European artists—to purchase art materials and 
reconstruct their bombed houses and studios--in order that 
they may become effective with their spiritual message. The 
recovery of Europe and the Europeans depends upon the 
influence from these great minds. You can be very instrumental 
in this work by sponsoring this project when it reaches your 


city. 
ANNOT JACOBI 
National Refugee Chairman 


ROSIKA SCHWIMMER, 
CANDII 


Another leading member of the Women’s International 
at The Hague in 1015, has achieved international rec 


Rosika Schwimmer. world-renowned feminist. consci 
ernment, has been nominated for the 1948 Nobel Peace P 
Sweden, France, Italy and Hungary. University presidents | 
countries and in the United States also endorsed her as th 
izations in many lands supporting her candidacy are Sw 
International League for Peace and Freedom. 

Rosika Schwimmer. now in her seventieth year, ha: 
that her achievements would have sufficed to distinguish th 
outstanding pioneer of the world-wide struggle for the pol 
was the unique distinction of having both initiated and bh: 
Hungary. In Hungary she also pioneered in opening hig 
ers into trade unions, in propagating cooperative housing 
dren. She was the first woman appointed to the rank of am 
1918-19. 

Her struggles for peace and freedom have made his 
of the 1915 Stop-the-War Congress of Women, held at TI 
Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom fo 
her bold and creative proposals for a Neutral Conference fo 
voys to the Neutral and Belligerent Governments to urge ac 
Congress Delegation to the Neutral Governments and her 
initiative which culminated in the Ford Neutral Conference 

When the United States Supreme Court denied her Ai 
hear arms. she became stateless. Vindication of her steadfast 
conscience came seventeen years later when this decision w: 
jector. 

Never one to choose easy struggles and cheap victories. 
effective abolition of war through the creation of a World 
make and enforce laws directly on the individual world cit 
Government, the oldest organization in the world governmer 
ized and a growing force in the shaping of public opinion. 

For over half a century Rosika Schwimmer has acte 
women may live as world citizens. Individuals and organizat 
those who want the 1948 Nobel Peace Prize awarded to he: 
the Nobel Committee, Nobel Institute, Oslo, Norway. Coy 
Wynner, 54 Riverside Drive, New York 24, New York. 


Art for Friends! 


Jane Addams said, “We believe that justice between men 
or between nations can be achieved only through understand- 
ing and friendship.” The Drexel Hill branch and the Delaware 
County Board believe this understanding should begin in the 
hearts and minds of the children of today. Tomorrow they 
will be the ones who will rule the biggest part of the world. 

So in the heart and mind of the Education Chairman 
was born the idea of an art exchange between the children 
of the world. Art speaks a universal language which all can 
understand. Through this art exchange it is hoped to promote 
a feeling of friendship and goodwill. The pictures in all 
countries, done by children between the ages of six and four- 
teen. portray the way they live, play and work—what each 
one fears. what he admires, what he hopes for. 

“It ought to help our children become more world- 
minded,” writes Miss Tweedie from Liverpool. “I thank you 
and all the Educational Committee of Delaware County Branch 
for your wonderful proposal to change drawings of children 
between schools in your country and ours,” is the word from 
Helsinki. Finland where twenty-seven schools are participating 
in the project “Art for Friendship’s Sake.” From New South 
Wales, Australia. Mrs. Stemler. whose mother started the 
WILPF in that section years ago, writes, “it seems to me a 
wonderful way of increasing understanding between towns and 
countries and through our youngest generation.” 

In Delaware County the cooperation between the schools 
and the League in this project “Art for Friendship’s Sake” 
has been most gratifying. The response from overseas is amaz- 
ing. Czechoslovakia has sent more than 1000 drawings from 
twenty-seven different schcols. Vienna, in addition to sending 
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=R, NOBEL PEACE PRIZE 
NDIDATE 


ernational League for Peace and Freedom since its beginning 
tional recognition. 


st. conscientious objector and pioneer advocate of world gov- 
| Peace Prize hy Members of the Parliaments of Great Britain, 
residents and professors of law and of political science in these 
her as their candidate. Among peace and progressive organ- 
y are Swedish, Swiss, and Hungarian Sections of the Women’s 


year, has been the effective champion of so many good causes 
inguish the lives of at least a dozen people. She has been an 
or the political and economic emancipation of women. Hers 
ed and brought to victory the suffrage campaign in her native 
ening higher education to women, in organizing women work- 
e housing and in securing State care for underprivileged chil- 
ank of ambassador, representing Hungary in Switzerland in 


made history in many countries. She was a leading organizer 
held at The Hague. and served as Vice Chairman of the 
reedom founded by that Congress. The Hague Congress adopted 
ference for Continuous Mediation and for the sending of En- 
to urge acceptance of this plan. Rosika Schwimmer headed the 
s and her perseverance resulted in the historic peoples’ peace 
Conference. 

ied her American citizenship because she refused to promise to 
r steadfast devotion to non-violent resistance and freedom of 
lecision was reversed in the case of another conscientious ob- 


. victories. Rosika Schwimmer has pioneered since 1914 for the 
a World Federation of Nations, endowed with authority to 
| world citizen. In 1937, she founded the Campaign for World 
government movement which is niw internationally organ- 
opinion. 

r has acted as a citizen of the world in order that men and 
| organizations wishing to join the world-wide fellowship of 
rded to her should send supporting letters and resolutions to 
rway. Copies of such endorsements should be sent to Edith 
York. 


Friendship's Sake 


participating. 


interesting pictures. 


wanted and are responding wholeheartedly. 


be put in portfolios and sent about the country. 
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Acres.” Media, Pa. 


J Maupe MULLER, President 


Delaware County Board, Pa. 


pictures, has asked for the names of twenty-nine little Amer- 
ican girls to whom each member of a Viennesee class can 
write. Denmark through her Children’s Hour on the radio 
and through magazines would like to make it a nation-wide 
project. But we do not yet have enough United States Schools 


South America is represented, up-to-date, with drawings 
from Brazil and from Honduras. The schools in the Soviet 
Zone of Germany responded with a touching letter and many 


The children everywhere seem to have sensed what is 


Delaware County and Drexel Hill have sent paper, pen- 
cils and crayons to a number of countries where there was need. 

Every school in the community which participates in the 
exchange will receive pictures from a foreign country. These 
pictures will be on exhibit in the schools and later will be 
gathered together and put on exhibition in some public hall 
or museum where everyone may see them. After this they may 


If other groups are interested in taking on such a project. 
further information may be had from Mrs. Thomas Lipton, 
Education Chairman. 320 Childs Ave.. Drexel Hill. Pa., or 
her co-chairmen. Mrs. Cyril Daldy. 634 Foss Ave.. Drexel 
Hill and Mrs. Duane Terrv. 603 N. Chester Rd.. Swarthmore, 
Pa.. or Mrs. Frederick W. Muller, Jr., President, “Friendly 


WIL NEWS FROM ABROAD 


The following excerpts are from the latest Iniernational 


Circular Letter. 
GREAT BRITAIN 


The proposed International School was held at Swanwick 
in the autumn. This proved to be the success we hoped for 
and its title “Searchlight on the W.I.L.P.F.” was not a 
title merely; searchlights were turned on to our work, our 
difficulties and the very moderate success that has so far 
blessed our efforts. In all our deliberations we were stimulated 
by the contributions of our friends from other sections, for 
our company included members from Denmark, France, Ger- 
many, Sweden and Switzerland and “we” came from England, 
Scotland and Wales. We shal! not soon forget that moving 
moment when Frau Hommes looked across the room at Mlle. 
Pontheil and said “We have talked with our friends from 


France.” 
G. R. McGrecor Woop 
ITALY 


We are sure our readers will be much interested in the 
following excerpt from a letter that we received: 

Perhaps the most powerful means of propaganda for 
peace in Italy is the Society for International Organization 
(Piazetta S. Marco 51, Rome) to which all the Committees 
of all the groups who work for peace—men and women— 
ought to address themselves, to produce a more efficacious 
and useful effort with regard to world peace. I think that in 
all nations there are parallel Associations joined to the World 
Federation for the United Nations, which in my opinion, con- 
situtes a real link between all those who work seriously in 
our cause. I feel that we ought to intensify these reports and 
contacts and I wish to tell you that our International Women’s 
Alliance has lately been nominated as a Consultative Organ- 
ization on the Economic and Social Council of the United 
Nations. ... 

Ann Mazziottt Dt CELso, 
President of the Commission for 


Peace of the A.F.L. 


FINLAND 


The International Peace Campaign has been carried out 
by the Central Organization for Peace Work of which our 
section is a member. The Campaign was started with a radio 
speech by the chairman of the Parliament. There have been 
other radio speeches in Finnish and Swedish and two radio 
discussions in which two members from our section took part. 
Public meetings have been arranged in the capital and in the 
provinces. 

ALENtus, Secretary 


SWEDEN 


The Executive committee called upon the Swedish section 
to form a group of the League among the Baltic refugees in 
Sweden. We therefore have invited Baltic refugees to gather- 
ings in our club-rooms to discuss the question. As a result 
a group has recently been formed named the Esthonian, 
Latvian and Lithuanian group of WILPF. This group is quite 
independent of the Swedish section and has its own Board 
wth the University lecturer Mrs. Vera Poska-Grunthal as its 
President. The members of the group are invited to join the 
gatherings of the Stockholm branch and are allowed to use 
our club-rooms for their own meetings. 

During the autumn the Danish author Kirsten Halberg 
was engaged to make several lecturing tours in Sweden. She 
visited very many of our branches and gave lectures on the 
art of public speaking. She called upon her audiences to pre- 
pare short lectures on optional subjects. After some time she 
returned to the branch,’ and they gave their own lectures which 
were used as a basis for continued instruction in the art of 
public speaking. Thanks to Kirsten Halberg’s clever and 
brilliant way of teaching these lecturing tours were of great 
stimulus to our various branches. 

Inca BEskKow. 


fi 
| 
| 
| = 


THE ROLE OF WOMEN 


(continued from page one) 


That is what the poet expects from a woman: that she 
may live and act with absolute honesty, thus becoming through 
the strength of truth the atoner of her house, the teacher of 
her people. Can women reach for a higher aim? On serious 
meditation we come to realize how terribly we as a whole and 
as individuals have wandered astray from the path of truth. 
Our youth no longer trusts us—how could it be otherwise? 
Other nations no longer trust us—how could it be otherwise? 
And we no longer trust ourselves. we no longer even know 
that without honesty no human relationship can exist—no 
political and international relations are possible. It is up to 
the women to regain this trust. It is up to us that our German 
naton realizes, that every individual and the people as a whole 
are responsible to act and speak the truth. A lie is always 
linked to cowardice! 

Il 


The fundamental idea of Ibsen’s drama “Peer Gynt” is 
that Peer Gynt, although seemingly lost forever. is saved, be- 
cause the image of his original self, just as the Creator had 
made and planned it, remains unimpaired in the soul of a 
woman. Solveig’s patient, never-failing love has to power to 
~ save the man from becoming as nothing in the button-mould- 
er’s casting-ladle. And that is the poet’s message to us: the 
patient, never-failing love of woman must be the pillar of 
strength which supports our mentally and bodily maimed and 
crippled nation, which must care for the neglected and the un- 
worthy, for the helpless and the bewildered. and does this all 
faithfully and unselfishly, thus giving hope to the hopeless, 
and home to the homeless. 

And let us go one step further. What is our attitude today 
toward our nation and our people? What do we think and 
how do we judge, remembering the past? We seem to be ever- 
ready to pass the harshest sentence. More or less disavowing 
them, we speak of “the Germans,” but seldom do we include 
ourselves with “those Germans.” Thousands of us would like 
to emigrate in a body, rather today than tomorrow, so as to 
cut every bond with our own people. And other thousands are 
continually weighing the pro and con of living in this or that 
“zone,” where the hard fate in store for Germany can best 
be avoided. 

Against these attempts of escape we should set our great 
task: it is our mission to carry in our soul the memory of the 
true Germany, just as the Divine has made and planned it. 
We may not write off this eternal memory, but we should 
remember it, should print it forever in our hearts. We can 
only save our country if in our soul we faithfully and trust- 
ingly carry its image, just as Solveig rescued Peer Gynt. And 
just as Solveig never relaxed, never became tired of waiting 
for Peer Gynt, just so we may never grow tired of waiting 
and looking for the true Germany. And we shall find it again, 
it is there; it is in our music, in our poetry, in our hardwork- 
ing families, and last, but not least, in the trusting and spark- 
ling eyes of our children. 


Newly Elected Members of the National Board 


W. I. L. P. F. 
Mrs. Helen M. Beardsley, California 
Dr. Gertrude Bussey, Maryland 
Mrs. Elsie Elfenbein. New York 
Mrs. Mary Farquarson, Washington 
Mrs. Emily Cooper Johnson, Pennsylvania 
Miss Elizabeth Rhoads, New Jersey 
Mrs. Meta Riseman, Michigan 
Mrs. Dorothy Medders Robinson, District of Columbia 
Mrs. Gladys Walser, New York 


FOUR LIGHTS—Owned and published by Women’s International League for 
Peace and Freedom: Nat'l Literature Dept., 2006 Walnut St.. Phila. Pa. 
Entered as second class matter May 12, 1942, at the post-office, Phila., Pa.. 
under the Act of March 3, 1879. Pub. monthly except Aug. and Sept. Sub- 
scription 50c - Single. 5c. Nat’! Legis. oe 1734 F. St. N.W.. Wash.. D. C. 


Suggested Summer Reading 


Summer is the time to read those books you just haven’t 
been able to get at all winter. With the rush of meetings and 
other activities slowing down to a more leisurely pace, there is 
time to plan your reading for both pleasure and profit—profit to 
you in the form of renewed inspiration and added informa- 
tion, profit to the WIL in the form of discounts received when 
you order through the National Literature Department, 2006 
Walnut St., Phila. 3, Penna. Orders receive prompt attention. 


Here are some titles to start you off: 
BOOKS 


Appointment on the Hill. by Dorothy Detzer. Henry Holt, $3.00. 

The Literature Office has been flooded with orders for 
this book, and with excellent reason. The New York Times 
once called Dorothy Detzer “the most famous woman lobbyist” 
in the capitol. This is the record of twenty exciting years of 
lobbying for peace. 


Peace and Bread in Time of War, by Jane Addams. 
King’s Crown Press, $1.60. 

Jane Addams was able to see world problems in terms 
of human needs. Her special approach, more than the events 
she describes, makes this an important book. Peace and Bread, 
together with Dorothy Detzer’s book tell world history with a 
WIL twist from 1914 to last year. 


Not by Night, by A. J. Muste. Harper and Brothers. $2.50. 

The sub-title of this book is “Christianity: the Way to 
Human Decency”. For the author of this book, love remains 
the most effective tool for the building of a better world, and 
the only effective weapon against the atom bomb. 


Free Trade, Free World, by Oswald Garrison Villard. 
Robert Schalkenback Foundation, $3.00. 

An impassioned plea for free trade that is lively as well 
as informative reading. He asserts that free trade is the surest 
foundation upon which to build world freedom, and adds that 
a “vital purpose in writing this book has been an ardent desire 
to support to the fullest degree the American Government in 
its almost complete reversal of our tariff policies beginning 
with the reciprocal trade treaties.” 


PAMPHLETS 


Jane Addams and the Women’s International League for 
Peace and Freedom. 


We have received a number of these 28 page pamphlets 
from the Chicago Branch of the WIL. Here is a sketch of the 
founder of Hull House, a somewhat different picture from the 
one that she draws of herself in Peace and Bread. The author 
is Robert Morse Lovett, internationally known writer, teacher 
and administrator who, with his family, lived sixteen years at 
Hull House. 


The Bright Face of Peace. 


The story of American participation in the World Youth 
Festival in Prague, July-August, 1947. This 32 page booklet 
describes the activities of the young people from many coun- 
tries who met in Czechoslovakia last summer, and after the 
Festival, worked together in the rebuilding of Lidice. The 
words and music of the stirring Festival Song are included. 
Copies are 15c each. 


The Militarization of America 


This 32 page report issued by Albert Einstein, Dorothy 
Canfield Fisher and other authorities. describes the inroads 
of the military into many areas of our government and life. 
It is a carefully documented record of military influence in 
the United Nations, in the formulation of our foreign policy, 
on national economy, over science, in education, and in other 
important fields. All those interested in fighting militarization 
will want to read this report. Copies are 10c each, 12 for $1. 
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